EARLY ten years ago the writer made a plea, through the University Magazine, for the establishment of a National Library in Canada. He pointed out that this country, with all its boasted educational facilities, lacks the keystone of a broad and efficient system of education. Under our constitution education is left to the Provinces, but nothing in the constitution prevents the creation of a National Library ;•not a mere collection of xbooks gathering dust upon the shelves, but a living force, functioning for the good of all the people. We are proud of our intellectual heritage from Great Britain and France, but we forget that our mother countries possess the greatest national libraries the world has ever seen. Every country in Europe, not merely the great nations, but the smaller ones as well,
of historical, literary, and scientifi6 societies. But, although the Prime Minister and several of his colleagues expressed their interest in the project, nothing was done. Other matters, more pressing from the point of view of a practical politician, constantly intervened. Perhaps antagonistic influences were quietly at work. In any event, the movement for a National Library, after gaining a good deal of momentum throughout the country, broke harmlessly at the capital. It has never been abandoned by those who had it at heart. At times, before the war, the prospects looked more or less favourable; but after 1914 it was definitely put aside, like a great many other important matters, until the world should emerge from its period of madness. To-day the people of Canada are grappling with the vital problem of reconstruction. And to-day one may very well ask them to consider if they can afford any longer to do without a national institution which, properly administered, might contribute in innumerable ways to the building up of the nation.
It It must also classify and catalogue them, provide bibliographies and other keys to its treasures. It must have upon its staff, or within reach, specialists capable of answering inquiries from all parts of the country as to what material exists on any particular subject, where it is, how it may be had, how most effectively it may be used. It must also, as far as practicable, carry its books to the people rather than force them to come to it. And in the broadest sense it must make itself a nat{onal centre of helpfulness to institutions and individuals from one end of the country to the other. This is the sort of thing the Library of Congress has achieved across the line, and this is the sort of thing we can accomplish in Canada, if a sufficient number of Canadians will take the matter up and convince the government that they are in earnest. LAWRENCE J.
